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What is JA Inspire?
JA Inspire is an interactive career exploration program offered by Junior Achievement that introduces 

students to careers in these industry categories:

     Manufacturing, Engineering, Skilled Trades

     Business and Information Technology

     Health Services

     Education, Law, Human Services

     Communications, Arts, Hospitality

 

How do I use this Student Workbook?

     As a guide to JA Inspire

 • Suggested questions to answer after viewing the in-class videos

 • Suggested questions to ask business professionals for meaningful conversations at the event

 • Space to record notes from your conversations and to list the exhibits you visit

 • Tips for professional interactions with business professionals

 To connect your career interests to high school course options

Share this workbook with your parents/guardians and mentors.  Discuss the information in this 

workbook with leaders in your life to keep yourself focused on careers as you prepare for your future.

Welcome to
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Student Guide

What Is JA Inspire?
JA Inspire is a powerful, interactive experience for eighth- and ninth-grade students. It 
will enable you to interact with local business professionals and to explore many careers. 
JA Inspire allows companies to come together to represent careers for you to explore and 
see the connection to your future!

How will JA Inspire benefit me?
JA Inspire is a place for you to get information about careers. You will have the chance to 
speak in small groups with industry professionals and ask them questions about their 
careers.  Ask them about the education and personal attributes needed to be successful. 
Ask questions to explore what you like and don’t like about their career. This is your 
chance to gather information, so ask questions!

How will I prepare for JA Inspire?
To gain the most information, you must be prepared. In the classroom, you will watch six 
professional videos providing information about career planning. Five videos should be 
viewed before the field trip, and the sixth video is for reflection afterwards.    

Video 1— Why is Career Planning Important?®

Video 2—How to Career Plan®

Video 3—Soft Skills  —Interacting to Learn®

Video 4—Asking the Right Questions®

Video 5—What to Expect at JA Inspire®

Video 6—Reflection and Next Steps®

Who will be there?
•  Industry professionals from our local community will serve as volunteer mentors to 

help you learn more about careers in our region.  Each professional has experience in 
the career he or she is representing.

•  View a full list of exhibitors online at jaky.org/Inspire/students.
•  View exhibitors’ business names and logos on pages 18-19 of this workbook.
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What should I bring to JA Inspire?
Bring your workbook and a pencil or pen.  Please do not bring a backpack.

What will I do during JA Inspire?
At JA Inspire, visit business exhibits, speak with industry professionals and ask questions.  
You will have this workbook to use as a guideline for conversations.  As you ask questions, 
take the time to write down the responses in your workbook for future access.

 
Behavior and Attitude
You will be representing your school at JA Inspire, so conduct yourself in a respectful 
manner. Bring a positive attitude and maintain it as you interact with business 
professionals, your fellow students, and students from other schools. 

Dress
Wear comfortable shoes.

Option 1—Wear clothes that you would wear for a job interview.

Option 2—Wear school colors, logo attire, or a school uniform. 

What will I do after JA Inspire?
You will have the opportunity to watch Video 6 – Reflections and Next Steps.  You should 
also answer the reflection questions on page 15 of this workbook. Review pages 16-17 for a 
list of additional resources for career planning.



4

Video Questions
You can find the videos and additional resources at www.jaky.org/Inspire.

Video 1: Why is Career Planning Important?®

1. What is the key to satisfaction and success when choosing a career? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

2. Why is it important to start career planning now? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Video 2: Developing a Career Plan® 
1. Why is it important to know what skills you are good at?

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

2. List two subjects you like in school.  How can your success in these subjects help you with 
choosing a career?

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

3. Name two ways to research a career.  Which research method would be the most valuable for you 
and why?

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Video 3: Soft Skills   - Interacting to Learn® 
1. Why is a good “first impression”, whether in person or on social media, important? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

2. What are tips for making a great first impression? 
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Video 4: Asking the Right Questions® 
1. Why is asking questions important when interacting with business professionals?

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

2. What is your goal when asking a question?

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

3. What are two questions you would like to ask a business professional? What is your goal in asking each 
question?                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Video 5: What to Expect at JA Inspire®   
1. How can JA Inspire help you with career planning?

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

2. Why is your appearance and attitude at JA Inspire important?                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Plan your day 
1. Which businesses do you want to visit during your limited time? To help you create this list, review 

pages 11-14 for a list of careers and jobs to help make this decision.
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Professional Interactions

Things to Remember:

 	 Make eye contact.

 	 Introduce yourself.

 	 Speak up, and speak clearly.

 	 Listen to their responses.

 	 Take notes.

Questions to Ask Business Professionals

About the Job
1. What are the rewards of working at your job?
2. What education beyond high school do I need?
3. What skills do I need?
4. How do you use time management skills in your job?
5. Do you work alone or in teams?
6. What types of people are successful in your job?

About the Business Professional
1. Why did you choose this career?
2. How did you get started?
3. What do you like most about your job?
4. What is the coolest thing you have ever done at work?
5. What daily tasks do you perform at work?

About the Career 
1. What are the entry level jobs in your career?
2. What can I do today to begin preparing for a job in your career?
3. What is a typical starting salary for an entry level job?
4. What training do most companies offer in this career?
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Stand out from the others!  Write your own Questions.

1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                       

2.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                       

3.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                       

What do you
 want to know
to help plan 
your future?
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My Notes
• Record the names of the businesses you visit.
• Below that, record notes you take during or after your conversations with the business 
professionals.

Business Names:

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

My Notes:
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My Notes

Business Names:

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

My Notes:
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Manufacturing, Engineering, Skilled Trades
Do you think you might like to:

• Design, plan, build, or maintain buildings, roads, or other structures?

• Design, plan, build, or maintain systems like plumbing or HVAC?

• Design or support the production of goods like cars or dishwashers?

• Build, maintain, and/or operate equipment like forklifts, manufacturing robotics, or mega trucks?

• Solve problems using new processes and technology?

What Can I Be? Check the job titles that interest you now.

 Aerospace Engineer 

 Commercial Pilot 

 Carpenter 

 Construction Manager 

 Electrical Technician 

 Electrical Supervisor 

 Electrical Engineer 

 Bricklayer/Stonemason 

 Plumber

 Pipefitter

 Architectural and Civil Drafter

 Architect

 Interior 
   Designer

 Landscape 
   Architect

 Mechanical Designer

 Mechanical Engineer

 Machinist

 CNC Programmer

 Quality Control Technician

 Maintenance Technician

 Electro Mechanical Technician

 Welder

 Engineering Technician

 Civil Engineer

 HVAC-R Technician

Instructions for Pages 10-14
• Review the career categories and the sample list of job titles.  

• Check any boxes of jobs that interest you now.  Use a pencil.

• After completing the JA Inspire program, review this list again, to make any changes.

• You may also wish to review this list with a mentor, parent/guardian, teacher or counselor to 
continue learning about careers and planning your future.
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Business and Information Technology
Do you think you might like to:

• Organize and plan ways to accomplish work efficiently?

• Work with people to help them plan financially for the future?

• Write code to help solve problems using technology?

• Connect people with technology in a system to accomplish goals?

• Work indoors, primarily at a desk?

 Accountant  

 Venture Capitalist

 General and Financial Manager

 Small Business Owner

 Business Analyst

 Event Planner

 Insurance Agent

 Hospitality and Tourism Agent

 Entrepreneur

 Personal Financial Planner

 Sports and Marketing Agent

 Sales Representative

 Real Estate Agent

 Computer Programmer

 Video Game Designer

 Network Administrator

 Security Auditor

 Computer Scientist

 Computer Support and Repair

 Database Designer

 Website Developer

 IT Project Manager

 Electronics Engineer

 Desktop Publisher

 Computer Trainer

 Hardware Engineer

 Systems Analyst

 Entrepreneur

 Stockbroker

 Financial Analyst

 Market Research Analyst

 Human Resources Manager

What Can I Be? Check the job titles that interest you now.
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Communications, Arts, Hospitality 
Do you think you might like to:

• Design, produce, perform/exhibit visual and performing arts?

• Share stories through various multimedia formats to move people to action?

• Travel and/or provide people help and support when they are traveling in restaurants, hotels,  
amusement parks, and other places?

• Connect others with experiences that they will enjoy and remember for a lifetime?

 Zoo Keeper

 Chef and Head Cook

 Marketing or Public Relations 

Director

 Production Director

 Lighting Designer

 Stage Hand

 Hotel General Manager

 Concierge

 Meeting and Convention 

Planner

 Ticket Agent

 News Anchor

 General Manager (TV or radio)

 Film Producer

 Art Director

 TV Reporter

 Print Journalist

 Cinematographer

 Graphic Designer

 Web Designer

 Digital Animator

 Actor

 Museum Curator

 Director

 Sales Manager

 Director of Communications

 Advertising Executive

 Sports Analyst

What Can I Be? Check the job titles that interest you now.



13

Education, Law, Human Services
Do you think you might like to:

• Help others understand new information or learn new skills? Children or adults!

• Keep people safe in their communities?

• Help others who may be in legal trouble or who need paperwork authorized?

• Help families who need assistance and support?

• Listen to others and provide advice to them?

 Lawyer

 Emergency Medical Technician

 Law Enforcement Officer 

 Firefighter 

 Veterinarian 

 Teacher P–12

 School Principal

 College Professor

 Childcare Manager

 Youth Leader 

 Diplomat

 Translator/Interpreter

  Director of International 

Institutions

 Ambassador 

  Paralegal

  Forensic Science 

Technician

  Social Worker

  Counselor

What Can I Be? Check the job titles that interest you now.
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 Cardiovascular Tech

 Dental Assistant

 Dental Hygienist

 Licensed Practical Nurse

 Medical Lab Tech

 Phlebotomist

 Doctor

 Surgeon

 Veterinarian

Health Services
Do you think you might like to:

• Help people who are sick feel better?

• Understand how the body works, and are you fascinated by biological systems?

• Do research, or are you good at hidden object games?

• Solve health problems using science and technology?

 Bioethicist

 Dentist

 Family Physician

 Nurse Practitioner

 Microbiologist

 Biological Tech

  Environmental 

Engineer

  Chemist

  Dietician

  Speech Therapist

  Music Therapist

  Animal Therapist

What Can I Be? Check the job titles that interest you now.
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1.  What surprised you the most about careers you 
investigated? 

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

2. What career(s) did you find the most interesting?

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

3.  What high school programs are you considering to 
prepare for your career?

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

                                                                                        

4.  Review pages 10 - 14 to see if your career interests have 
changed after completing the JA Inspire program.

Reflection
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Student Workbook - Review the workbook content before your JA Inspire 
visit so you’re ready to take full advantage of the opportunity to interact 
with hundreds of career mentors.

JA Inspire Videos - This video series was created to help you identify 
some of the choices you need to make to help you get started on your 
career journey.  Hosts Maya and Mason will help to get you excited to start 
discovering for yourself how a career choice can be both satisfying and 
fulfilling!

Exhibitor List - Check out all of the companies that will be exhibiting 
during your JA Inspire visit.  Click on the company logos to link directly to 
their web pages.  One of these may be your future employer!  

Exhibitor Floor Plan - Get a general idea of where career industries will 
be located in the Kentucky Exposition Center.  That way, you can jump off 
the bus and head to the exhibitor that interests you the most.

JA My Way Link - Join JA My Way™ to get tips and tools to put your career 
on the express track.  Take the Personality Quiz then visit My Career to 
find job matches. Explore buying a car and saving for college in My Money, 
create the perfect resume at My Resume, or get tips to start a business at 
My Business.  JAMyWay.org

KentuckianaWorks Career Calculator - This free online tool provides 
the latest job and education data for the Louisville region.  It is searchable 
by occupation, college major and income, and will help you make informed 
decisions about your college and career choices.  CareerCalculator.org

Online Student Resources
Visit www.jaky.org/Inspire to access 

these resources:
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Junior Achievement Apps
Explore your future with these JA apps!  
To get started, visit www.ja.org/apps

JA Access Your Future“
JA Access Your Future™ will help you break 
down the cost of achieving your career goals. 
You can access over 100 careers, explore 
potential future income from a career, see 
what levels of education are required and then 
calculate the cost of education.

JA Assembling
Your Career“
Learn more about STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) careers and ways for to 
prepare for these high-demand careers while 
still in school.  Chart a path to get them from 
where you are now to a STEM career.

JA My Way“
JA My Way provides tips and tools to put your 
career on the express track. You can take a 
Personality Quiz, then visit My Career to find 
job matches. Explore buying a car and saving 
for college in My Money, create pro resumes at 
My Resume, and get tips to start a business at 
My Business!

JA Success Park®

In JA Success Park, you will learn the skills you 
need now to compete in today’s job market. In 
the app, you are an amusement park employee. 
Use your creativity, collaboration, critical-
thinking and communication skills to solve 
problems and keep your customers happy. 
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Sponsors/Exhibitors
Gold Sponsor:

Silver Sponsors:

Bronze Sponsors:
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Sponsors/Exhibitors

*as of Sept. 16th
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2019 Floor Plan
Kentucky Exposition Center - South Wing B
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Special thanks to the

James Graham Brown Foundation

for supporting the creation of
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